
 

Thank you, and good day, everyone. I’m Rob Popazzi, Vice-President of Retail Distribution at Empire Life and 

your host for today. On behalf of my colleagues at Empire Life, I want to welcome you once again to our Ask me 

anything webinar series. We have hosted several of these webinars over the years, providing you with the 

opportunity to have your questions answered by a variety of investment professionals. Today’s date is June 28, 

2023, and we have something special planned for you today. 

To celebrate the launch of the Empire Life Canoe Portfolio GIFs, we’re excited to bring two of the portfolio 

managers contributing their expertise to the funds: David Mann, Senior Portfolio Manager, Empire Life 

Investments Inc. and Robert Taylor, Senior Vice President & CIO, Canoe Financial.  

So let me give you a bit of background about each. David has been a member of the Empire Life Investment 

Team since 2019. He's the lead manager of the Empire Life International Equity GIF1 and manager of the Empire 

Life Global Dividend Growth GIF1, Empire Life Global Sustainable Equity GIF the Empire Life Global Equity GIF1 

and the Empire Life Global Smaller Companies GIF1. David has close to 15 years of global investing experience.  

Rob Taylor is an award-winning portfolio manager whose investment career spans more than three decades. 

Since joining Canoe in 2013, he's been the lead manager of the Canoe EIT Income Fund, the Canoe Equity 

Portfolio Class, Canoe Asset Allocation Portfolio Class and Canoe North American Income Portfolio Class. 

Currently with over $5 billion in AUM (assets under management). Rob is a senior partner and leads the firm's 

asset allocation committee, and as CIO has oversight of Canoe's investment strategy overall.  

Now, before we move on, I need to remind everyone that this presentation reflects the views of Empire Life and 

Canoe Financial as of the date published and is subject to change without notice. The information from this 

presentation is for general information purposes only and is not to be construed as providing legal, tax, financial, 

or professional advice. The Empire Life Insurance Company and its affiliates assume no responsibility for any 

reliance on or misuse or omissions of the information contained in this document. Information obtained from 

and based on third party sources are believed to be reliable, but accuracy cannot be guaranteed. Please seek 

professional advice before making any decisions.  

 
1 This is the marketing name for the fund. The fund’s legal name excludes “Empire Life” and “GIF” and includes “Fund” at 
the end of its name. 



Let's get underway. So, there's a number of factors affecting markets around the world. Rising interest rates as 

central banks globally try to fend off inflation. The continued and aggressive growth of AI and its effect on the 

various industries and sectors, all against a backdrop of the continuing looming specter of a recession. 

So, we've reached out in advance for questions, and we'll address them directly with both Rob and David. And if 

you have additional questions, please put them into the chat and we'll address them if time permits. If not, we'll 

make sure we have someone respond to you following the webinar. Now, we've asked David and Rob to join us 

and they'll be shedding some light on the markets and providing their insight into their areas of focus. 
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2 Chicago Board Options Exchange Volatility Index – this index is used as a measure of the expected volatility of the US stock 
market.  
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