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Changes to Ontario’s Estate 
Administration Tax (EAT)
The April 2019 Ontario Budget proposed changes to the Estate Administration 

Tax, still referred to commonly as probate fees. Here are two notable changes.

The first change is that effective Jan.1, 2020, Estate Administration Tax will 

not be payable on the first $50,000.00 of an estate’s value. Up until then, a 

tax is levied at a rate of $5 per $1000, or part thereof, of the value of estate 

assets between $1,000.00 and $50,000.00. The rate jumps to $15 per 

$1000, or part thereof, of the value of estate assets in excess of $50,000.00 

without any upper limit. The change means that no tax will be levied 

against estates with a value of $50,000.00 or less. For estates with a value 

greater than $50,000.00, this change will generate savings of $250.00. 

Effective, Jan. 1, 2020, Ontario would be the only jurisdiction in Canada 

to exempt estates valued at $50,000 or less from estate administration 

taxes or probate fees. The Ontario Minister of Revenue is responsible for 

collecting the tax.

Exempt estates must continue to file an Estate Information Return within 

the prescribed time. Here is a link to completing an estate administration 

return. The form may be completed on-line or downloaded and delivered.

An estate representative must pay the Estate Administration Tax based on 

the value of the estate. Only estates that go through the estate certificate 

process are subject to this tax. The estate certificate gives proof of the 

estate representative’s legal authority to deal with the assets of the estate 

and may be required to deal with certain aspects of the estate.

The second change is that the Ontario government plans on extending the 

deadline for filing Estate Information Returns with the Ministry of Finance. 

Currently, this completed form must be received by the Ministry of Finance 

within 90 calendar days after a Certificate of Appointment of Estate 

Trustee has been issued.  An exception exists for anyone who applied for a 

Certificate of Appointment of Estate Trustee before Jan.1, 2015. The new 

filing deadline for Estate Information Returns is slated to be 180 days. 

As a reminder, not all estates are required to file an Estate Information 

Return. There is no requirement to file the return if:1

•	 You received a Certificate of Appointment of Succeeding Estate Trustee 

with a Will

•	 You received a Certificate of Appointment of Succeeding Estate Trustee 

with a Will Limited to the Assets Referred to in the Will

•	 You received a Certificate of Appointment of Succeeding Estate Trustee 

without a Will
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•	 You received a Certificate of Appointment of Estate Trustee During Litigation

•	 You applied for the Certificate of Appointment of Trustee before January 1, 2015

•	 You were not issued a Certificate after an Application for Certificate of Appointment of Estate Trustee was made 

(e.g., your application was withdrawn) 

•	 The full amount of estate administration tax has been paid in respect of a deceased’s estate, and there is no 

change to be reported about the assets of the estate. A subsequent Estate Application is required to be filed, for 

example, to appoint a succeeding Estate Trustee), and no additional tax is payable.

Not all assets need to go through the probate process. Specifically, jointly owned assets with right of survivorship and 

assets with a named beneficiary, including life insurance, RRSPs, RRIFs, TFSAs, RPPs and investments issued by life 

insurance companies where a beneficiary other than the estate has been named, may all pass outside the estate and 

avoid estate administration taxes or probate fees.
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